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Hello
to building this cross-college initiative. Our colleagues over at
the University of Edinburgh Library and Information Services
have also been a great support, including those in the Centre for
Research Collections. There is a wealth of talent in digital across
the University of Edinburgh, and our aim is to both surface and
showcase existing activities in CAHSS, and to support new ones:
the support of our colleagues across the university has helped
us on our way.

Welcome to the first ever annual report
from the Edinburgh Centre for Data,
Culture & Society, drawing together the
range of activities we’ve been up to since
our formal launch in May 2019.
It’s been a busy, bootstrapping year, seeing us focus on building
and supporting a community of data-led researchers across
the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences at the University of
Edinburgh, providing training and support for digital research
methods and projects, and investing in digital infrastructures
that support our work. Seeing this report laid out shows the
pace and approach we’ve adopted: quick to respond, broad in
scope, but specific in direction, with a CAHSS response to “data”
running through all our activities like Blackpool rock.

At the time of writing, the Covid-19 pandemic has caused
great distress and disruption across all of UK society, including
universities. The digital has never been so necessary, or crucial,
as it has now. It is the place of the Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences to keep asking difficult questions of technology, and to
provide creative and innovative interventions and provocations
to the increasing digitisation of society. The report here is
really a testament to what can be built, in a relatively short
timeframe, when we all work towards common goals and a
shared understanding of how best to support digital research in
the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. We look forward to
helping and supporting our community respond and adapt to
our digital research environment, in lockdown, and beyond.

There’s a relatively small team behind this initiative, and I’d
like to specifically thank our Centre Manager, Dr Lisa Otty,
and our Centre Administrator, Cathy Naughton for all of their
contributions over the past year as we have built capacity.
Thanks are also due to the CAHSS Digital Innovation Team for
their help in launching our online presence, in particular Ann
Harrison for her brave and punchy graphic design, which is
remixing and mashing up digitised content from the University
of Edinburgh’s collections, showing our bold and agile approach

Professor Melissa Terras

Director, Edinburgh Centre for Data, Culture & Society
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The Centre
The Edinburgh Centre for Data, Culture & Society is a hub for
cross-disciplinary, data-driven and digitally-engaged research.
Supporting a vibrant cross-school network of researchers within
the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, its mission
is to support, facilitate and inspire data-led and digital research
within the University of Edinburgh and beyond. Together we
are exploring the ways in which data and digital technology are
transforming our world.

With a full programme of seminars, events and training, in
our first year we have launched four new research clusters,
developed an active postgraduate community, appointed
new affiliates both internally and externally, and supported
colleagues to host conferences and symposia.
We couldn’t be prouder of everything we’ve achieved!

Launch 2019
On the 27 March 2019, we celebrated the official launch of the
Centre for Data, Culture & Society. Our founding director, Melissa
Terras, introduced the centre’s mission and plans and Dorothy
Miell (Head of CAHSS), Jen Ross (Digital Education), and Owen
Kelly (Deputy Director of the Edinburgh Futures Institute) shared
their expectations and hopes for the Centre.
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CDCS PEOPLE

PHD Affiliates
Suzanne Black
Melissa
Terras
Centre
Director

Lisa Otty
CDCS Centre
Manager

Cathy
Naughton

Roisin
O’Brien

CDCS Centre
Administrator

CDCS
Administrative
Assistant

Professor of
Digital Cultural
Heritage

[contemporary literature; digital fanfiction]

School of Literatures, Languages
and Cultures
Eleanor Capaldi

[digitised art; digital engagement]

Moray House School of Education
and Sport

Lead academics

Anna Couturier

[algorithmic governance; digital health]

School of Social and Political Science
Victoria Evans

[contemporary art; sonfication]

Edinburgh College of Art
Arianna
Andreangeli

Galina
Andreeva

Andrew
Clausen

CDCS Stakeholder
Forum Chair

Business School

School of
Economics

Morgan Currie

School of Social
and Political
Science

Lucy Havens
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School of Informatics
Justin Ho
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School of Social and Political Science
Asad Khan
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Edinburgh College of Art
Pete Evans
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School of
Education and
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Michael
Fuller

Beverley
Hood

School of Divinity

Edinburgh College
of Art

Anouk Lang

School of
Literatures,
Languages and
Cultures

Wenlong Li

[advertising law; data privacy]

Edinburgh Law School
Nick Mols
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Edinburgh College of Art

Yazmin Morlet Corti
[data privacy; cybersecurity]

School of Social and Political Science
Walid Magdy

School of
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SiobhÁn
O’Connor

Xavier RubioCampillo
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in Social Science

School of History,
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Kenny Smith

School of
Philosophy,
Psychology
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Sciences

Robyn Pritzker

[text processing; gothic literature]

School of Literatures, Languages and
Cultures
Matjaz Vidmar

[space exploration; earth observation]

School of Social and Political Science
Research Affiliates
Lachlan
Urquhart

Edinburgh Law
School

Francesca Saggini
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Fellow
Università degli Studi della Tuscia

Beatrice Alex

Edinburgh Futures
Institute
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Postgraduate Community

PhD / ECR Social Events

Once a semester we host socials that give our PhD and early career researchers
a chance to get together informally and meet fellow researchers with similar
interests.
Data-in-Progress Seminar Series

This year Dr Morgan Currie, a member of the CDCS core team, and Dr Juli Huang,
launched Data-in-Progress: a supportive space in which postgraduate researchers
can discuss their experiences of employing digital methodologies, and share any
lessons learned while conducting research, or preparing for it.
Each monthly seminar features postgraduate researchers who present their
research projects and details of the methods used, before opening it up to the
group for general feedback and ideas.
This year’s speakers were:
GreGg Lloren
Architecture, ESALA
Kefei Wu
Accounting & Finance, Business School
Sarah Bennett
Edinburgh College of Art / Design Informatics
Vassilis Galanos
STIS, School of Social and Political Sciences

91
6

phd students
subscribe to our
opportunities list

Covid-19: Our Response
In March this year the whole world was severely
impacted by the emergence of the novel coronavirus,
Covid-19. As it became clear that travel and gatherings
brought significant risk to our community, CDCS and
the University of Edinburgh more broadly followed
government guidance on social distancing and
transitioned to remote working practices. We took a
number of measures to minimise risk while trying to
maximise ongoing support for our research community,
cancelling seminars, using online platforms to conduct
training where possible, using our digest and website
to highlight remote research methods and online data
and resources, and holding virtual Fikas to bring our
community together.
Over the coming months, we will support our researchers
as they respond to the crisis by examining the cultural
and social impacts of the virus. We do not yet know
when we will be able to return to our previous practices
of holding face to face seminars and working together
in person, but we are committed to supporting our
community and maintaining continuity in our work. Our
mission has always been to support and grow data-led
and digital research and, as the research community
pivots to work remotely and online, this mission is now
more important than ever.
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Network training

The Data numbers

897

35
Number of courses

Number of signups

12
18
12
23
881
8

affiliates
affiliated research
centres

schools
represented in our
core team
members of our
stakeholder forum

email subscribers

Seminars Support

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
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bursaries totalling
£8552 awarded
since May 2019

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

projects supported
financially




50+
people have come
along to our Fikas to
discuss their work



 +

20

572

Number of seminars

Number of attendees

9

website

The Data digital drill down

1000

500

1 Sept 2019

18 May 2020

visitors

Recorded visits to the website, showing spikes of 1000+
in September, January and March.

7896
Total number of
visitors

30,189

Total number of
page views

6,736
Unique visitors to website

1160
Returning visitors to website (a whopping 15%!)
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socials audience

China 1.3%
Germany 1.4%
Ireland 3.3%
US 6.5%
UK 72% (Edinburgh 30%)

Geographical breakdown of our audience

395

profile views

+50k

1,700+

impressions
per month

followers

+50

+500

per week

engagements
per week
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research

our
raison
d’etre
The Centre for Data, Culture & Society was founded to support cross-disciplinary, datadriven and digital research within the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.

We not only support projects, but also help to build networks and surface the expertise
of our community through developing academic-led clusters that bring together
researchers with shared interests. We are creating an environment in which ideas can
become reality and in which connections and interchange strengthen our community
and our research.
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research clusters fintech & financial services

FIntech & financial services
Lead: Gbenga Ibikunle
New technological advancements and regulations
have substantially altered how financial services are
delivered. FinTech presents huge opportunities for
economic and societal benefit. Innovations in FinTech
can help address societal challenges such as problem
debt, inequality, and climate change. But they also
present new and important ethical, legal and security
challenges.
We are: Creating innovative programmes focused on solving problems and applying skillsets that
are relevant for the fintech workforce now and in the future; Developing interdisciplinary research
to address societal challenges and explore new business models linked to the delivery of financial
services; Working with partners to develop solutions to address industrial challenges for societal
benefit.

researchers
Galina Andreeva
David Aspinall
Benjamin Bach
Vaishak Belle
Maria Boutchkova
Raffaella Calabrese
Yi Cao
Jonathan Crook
Jo Danbolt
Johannes De Smedt
Yizhe Dong
Ronan Gallagher
Angelica Gonzalez
Timothy Hospedales
Wenxuan Hou
Gbenga Ibikunle
Aggelos Kiayias

Research
Expertise
Banking, Finance and Markets

events

Asset Pricing and Investment
Management Science and
Operations Research

Economics of Financial
Technology Conference

Machine Learning and
Artificial intelligence

17th - 19th June 2020 (now postponed)

Design Informatics and Data
Science
Technology and Innovation,
E-commerce, Blockchain
Economic Sociology /
Philosophy
Cybersecurity
Ethics of Technology Use

Markulf Kohlweiss
Ewelina Lacka
Joosung Lee
Belen Martin-Barragan

The Edinburgh Futures Institute and
the University of Edinburgh Business
School are organising the First Edinburgh
Conference on the Economics of Financial
Technology in order to stimulate debate
and research on financial innovation and
the digital economy and how they impact
welfare. The conference aims to bring
together academics, policymakers, and
finance professionals to share new insights
and discuss the economic issues related
to the application of technology to the
practice of finance in a rapidly evolving
regulatory landscape.

Maria Michou

Research Seminar Series

Fernando Moreira

In this research seminars series, leading
researchers from across the University
of Edinburgh and partner research
institutions will offer an unvarnished view
of the emerging sector at the intersection
of finance, technology and policy. They
will advance debates on topical issues in
FinTech and its interaction with society,
from technological innovations to
regulatory issues.

Valerio Restocchi
Michael Rovatsos
Sotirios Sabanis
Ben Sila
David Siska
Taylor Spears
Chris Speed
Ben Spigel
Luca Taschini
Jordana Viotto da Cruz
Tong Wang
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business
school

School of
Mathematics

This graph represents the
distribution of FinTech cluster
membership and expertise across
the College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences. Each dot represents
a researcher.

Edinburgh
college
of art

informatics

Banking, Finance and Markets

Machine Learning and Artificial
Intelligence

Economic Sociology/Philosophy

Asset Pricing and Investment

Design Informatics and Data
Science

Cybersecurity and Ethics of
Technology Use

Management Science and
Operations Research

Technology and Innovation,
E-commerce, Blockchain
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research clusters media & communications

Media & communications
Lead: Kate Wright
We investigate the rapidly changing role of data in
communication, as well as digital media more broadly.
We take a unique, interdisciplinary approach to this
work, bringing together media experts from across the
College and beyond. Some of our members take media
and communications as their object of study, whilst
others engage in research as a form of media practice.
Our outlook is global. We study Scottish and British media, as well as media in Africa, East and South
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and the Pacific. We are all profoundly interested in meaningmaking, trust and the exercise of power.

Research
Expertise

researchers
Benjamin Bach

Walid Magdy

Journalism

Tom Boylston

Ebtihal Mahadeen

Social Media

Chris Carter

Ismay Milford

Screen Studies

Paulo Cavaliere

Jolyon Mitchell

Digital Design

Andrew Connor

Thomas Molony

Data

Richard Coyne

Jonny Murray

Political Communications

Laura Cram

Dave O’Brien

Rachael Craufurd Smith

Kate Orton-Johnson

Julie Cupples

Claudia Pagliari

Corentin Curchod

Chris Perkins

Morgan Currie

Nick Prior

Emma Davie

Jules Rawlinson

Maggie Dwyer

Raquel Ribeiro

Oliver Escobar

Merlin Seller

Jean-Benoit Falisse

David Sorfa

Charlotte Gleghorn

Chris Speed

Karen Gregory

Kate Symons

Robin Hill

Maria Wolters

Lotte Hoek

Kate Wright

events
After the Crisis: Reimagining
Journalism and Public Media

Emma Hunter
Itandehui Jansen
Bronwyn Jones
George Karekwaivanane
Smita Kheria
Eric Laurier
John Lee
Sarah Liu
Clare Llewellyn
Ewa Luger
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Victor Pickard
University of Pennsylvania
31 January 2020

This graph represents the distribution of Media
& Communications cluster membership and
expertise across the College of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences.
Each collection of connected dots represents a
researcher.

Divinity

Literatures,
Languages and
Cultures

Law School

Social and
Political Science

Geosciences

Informatics

Edinburgh
College
of Art

History, Classics
and Archaeology

Journalism

Medicine and
Veterinary
Medicine

Business School

Screen Studies

Social Media

Data

Digital Design

Political Communications
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research clusters in development

Digital cultural
heritage

Digital social
science

Lead: Jen Ross

Leads: Morgan Currie,
Karen Gregory, Kate Miltner

The Digital Cultural
Heritage cluster
brings together
researchers from
across the University of Edinburgh who work on analysing,
understanding and developing new approaches to the
relationships between data, digital and cultural heritage.

The Digital Social
Science Cluster focuses
on teaching and
research in the digital
social sciences. Hosting
a series of events,
the cluster looks
at the affordances
and limitations of
new digital methods, research ethics, data access issues,
problems related to corporate relationships, and the design
and use of new tools. As a “methods lab”, Digital Social
Science makes methods, tools, datasets, and projects
accessible to students and staff.

Working with a wide range of partners in the gallery,
library, archive and museum sectors, cluster members are
researching tangible and intangible cultural heritage as it
relates to digital preservation, sharing and copyright, new
audiences, organisational transformation, learning from
collections, community engagement, tourism, curatorial
practice, text mining, and geographical information systems.
Our research spans both local and global heritage contexts,
and draws on a wide range of theoretical perspectives.

Research
Expertise

Research
Expertise
In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic
this cluster has brought forward its
website to share examples of digital
methods as researchers adapt to
remote data gathering and analysis.

Copyright
Intellectual Property
Access
Digital Documentation
Digital Engagement, Learning
and Participation
Geospatial Data and Heritage
Tourism and Heritage
Working with Digital Archives
and Collections

events

events
Digital Social Science will launch a
programme of methods-led events
in 2020/21

Responsible Operations:
Previewing a Community
Research Agenda
Thomas Padilla | OCLC Research
29 October 2019
Museums and AI: Imagining the
AI We Want for Museums
Oonagh Murphy | Goldsmiths, University
of London
June 2020 (Date TBC)
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Projects

we’re on
a data
mission
A key part of our mission is to support our community as they work on new ideas and
pilot projects. Every year we will run a call for experimental and innovative projects
focused on data and computational methods, so as to help get ideas off the ground
and sow the seeds of bigger plans. In 2019, we asked our community to propose small
technical development projects that we could assist with: the resulting projects ranged
from the medical humanities in Malawi, through digital manuscripts in England, to the
history of slavery in Jamaican archives, and gives a real flavour of the kinds of exciting
work being conducted within CAHSS. We hope this year’s call, focused on text-mining,
will prove even more fruitful.even more fruitful.
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Projects

Malawian (Hi)
stories and
the Medical
Humanities

2019

Dr Chisomo Kalinga aims to provide the first multidisciplinary archive on medical
humanities in Malawi as part of her Wellcome Trust funded project ‘Ulimbaso “You
will be strong again”: How literary aesthetics and storytelling inform concepts of
health and wellbeing in Malawi’. The digital archive has been upgraded, enabling
the site to be converted from a personal archive to an international open source
data platform. It will provide a historical and modern resource for researchers,
academics, health professionals, archivists, and others, with the capacity to inform
policy and research in Scotland, Malawi, and on an international scale.

A collection of unpublished short stories by the American writer Fanny Van de Grift
Stevenson was recently discovered in her archives.

Encoding the
Vandegrifter

Software as a
Research Tool

Jamaica
Manumissions
Project

A Digital
Edition of Alice
Thornton’s
Books

As the wife of Robert Louis Stevenson, Fanny Stevenson’s own literary work has
been largely overlooked by scholars to date. Dr Robyn Pritzker undertook the
digitisation of these stories in collaboration with Dr Anouk Lang, in order to make
the stories available to the public for the first time. The completed digital edition
demonstrates the potential for using TEI markup to illuminate the previously
overlooked importance of Stevenson’s work.

Led by Dr NataŜa Pantić, this project aims to develop a software that functions
both as a tool for research and research-informed professional development of
teachers and other education professionals. It builds on a pilot project to improve
the functionality of the online log for Teacher Reflection on their Agency for Change
(TRAC) to enable taking to scale empirical study of the impact of teachers’ social
networks. It will enable researchers and teachers anywhere to engage with the webbased log and receive feedback about their work and their own networks.

Professor Diana Paton has undertaken the Jamaica Manumissions Project, a study
of deed book records held in the Jamaica Archives which detail the manumission
(release from slavery) of hundreds of people in Jamaica between the 1740s and the
1830s. CDCS funded the development of an online database to facilitate collection
of the data in volumes that have already been digitised, which has enabled
improved database efficiency and automation processes for further data collection.

Dr Cordelia Beattie and Dr Suzanne Trill have created a prototype website for
a digital edition of four autobiographical manuscripts by Alice Thornton, a
seventeenth-century writer, that have important implications for our understanding
of the author and the composition of such materials in this period.
The project aims to produce an online edition in which each text could be read
continuously, while also being searchable via an index and keywords.
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2020

project
Call

CDCS Text mining lab
The Centre for Data, Culture & Society
is seeking humanities and social science
researchers who can ask complex questions
of large-scale data sets.
This is an exciting opportunity for researchers to explore new dimensions of textual
data sets including over 68,000 British Library books and newspapers, the Times Digital
Archive and the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
We have created defoe, a new text and data mining facility at the University of
Edinburgh for interrogating large text-based archives, and welcome help to explore how
we might develop the system further.
Researchers don't need to have programming skills - we have an EPCC programmer
on board who will help - they need only the use of subject expertise to pose interesting
questions and explore the data.

7 May 2020
Sandpit

May - July 2020
Project
Stage 1

July - Sept 2020
Project
Stage 2

working with defoe

analysing and visualising data

Finalists
Announced
18 May 2020

projects
showcase
Sep - Oct 2020

Datasets

Coming soon

BRITISH LIBRARY BOOKS

TIMES DIGITAL ARCHIVE

JISC MEDICAL HERITAGE LIBRARY

Over 68,000 books from the 16th to
the 19th century, covering geography,
philosophy, history, poetry and
literature in a variety of languages.

All the articles in 69,699 volumes of The
Times newspaper between 1785 and 2009.

HANSARD ARCHIVE

GAZETTEERS OF SCOTLAND

DIGITISED THESES FROM EDINBURGH
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

1TB of digitised British newspapers from
the 18th to the early 20th century.

20 volumes of the most popular 19th
Century gazetteers of Scotland, including
detailed historical and geographic
information about each place.

PAPERS PAST: NEW ZEALAND AND
PACIFIC NEWSPAPERS

ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA
1768 - 1860

Over 5 million pages of New Zealand
and Pacific newspapers from the 19th
and 20th centuries.

The first 8 volumes of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, issued from 1768-1860,
comprising a total of 143 volumes.
155,388 pages, 166m words.

BRITISH LIBRARY NEWSPAPERS
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS OF
SCOTLAND

Beverley Hood
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“

“

Funding from the
CDCS was invaluable
in enabling the
development of ‘We
Began As Part of the
Body’, my practice based
research project,
working across the
fields of art, science
and technology.
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Training

building
data
skills
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“

“

Excellent overview,
and it was useful to
consolidate training
from other QGIS/ArcGIS
training workshops.
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TRaining

Courses
Code Dojo: Python
An Introduction to Databases
using SQLite
An Introduction to Text Analysis
Introduction to Spatial Data and
GIS
Justin Ho

Lucia Michielin

Training fellow

Training fellow

Justin Ho is a PhD researcher based in the
School of Social and Political Science. His
research focuses on the rise of nationalism
in Hong Kong as communicated via social
media, namely Facebook. Justin’s research
employs a range of digital methods,
including computational text analysis and
social network analysis.

Lucia Michielin earned a PhD in Classics
from the University of Edinburgh in 2019.
Her work to date has focused on utilising
GIS, databases, and 3D reconstructions
for classics and archaeological research.
Lucia specialises in the field of Digital
Humanities and has been involved with
numerous UK-based and European
research projects.

Introduction to Text Encoding
with TEI
Painless Introduction to R
Visualizing Your Data Using R
Web Scraping News Sites with
Python
Working with Historical Maps in
Digimap
Intermediate Text Analysis
Data-in-Progress Methods Series
(for PhD students & postgrads)
Putting Spatial Data Online using
Mapbox
Visualising Spatial Data in QGIS

Our training programmes draw on expertise across the University of
Edinburgh, ranging from workshops led by professional colleagues
in Information Services to skills sharing sessions led by PhD
students.

Webscraping News Sites with
Python

Library
Carpentry

We have introduced a ‘peer cohort’ stream of training, led by our
two CDCS training fellows, which makes use of existing online
materials and MOOC courses and brings together small groups
to study and work together. In spring this year we also brought in
external trainers to supplement our remote training offering.

Introduction to Working with
Data (Regular Expressions)
OpenRefine
Tidy Data for Librarians

Programming
Historian

Very clear, patient
presenter. Helpful
scripts that I can use
later.

“

“

Do you Need to Learn
Programming? A Self-Critique
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The Programming Historian
Silent Disco
Documenting your Digital
Methods

Data Carpentry
Data Carpentry for Social
Scientists - Spreadsheets/
OpenRefine
Data Carpentry for Social
Scientists - Intro to R
Data Carpentry for Social
Scientists - R for Analysis &
Visualisation
Data Carpentry for Social
Scientists - Data Management
with SQL

Peer Learning
Cohorts
Introduction to Markdown
Relational Databases and SQL
Version Control and
Collaborative Documents with Git
Write and Format Your Thesis
with LaTeX and Overleaf
Python for Everybody
(Autumn 2019)
Python for Everybody
(Spring 2020)
Statistics and Visualisation with R

Workshops
An Introduction to LiDAR
Technology
Discover the Library’s Digital
Primary Source Collections
Collecting and Analysing
Twitter Networks in R
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“

“

Good introduction,
made it less intimidating
to explore programming
in general.

seminars

With speakers from across the UK and beyond, our crossdisciplinary weekly seminar programme has featured something for
everyone.

Emma Carroll; Ewan McAndrew
University of Edinburgh

Can Virtual Agents Learn How to
Have a Conversation?

Verena Rieser
Heriot-Watt University

Cultural Mapping: CrossDisciplinary Approaches

Vikki Jones; Liz McFall; Candace Jones;
Inge Panneels; Morgan Currie
University of Edinburgh; Napier
University
The Invisible Effects of Social
Media

Ben Marder
University of Edinburgh

Songs at the Interface:
Community Interactions with
Online Collections

Linda Barwick
University of Sydney

“

Encoding the Vandegrifter: A
Digital Edition of Fanny Van de
Grift Stevenson’s Unpublished
Stories

Sustainable Fashion: Corporate
Social Responsibility in Supply
Chains

Responsible Operations:
Previewing a Community
Research Agenda

Artificial Intelligence as an
Artistic Medium

Digital Cultural Heritage:
Emotional Engagement,
Storytelling & Co-creation

Learning How To Fail Better:
Resilience in Digital Humanities
Projects

Hansard Debates through a
Telescope: Digital Parliamentary
Records

Mapping Religious Change
with Messy Data: The Scottish
Reformation, 1560 - 1689

Robyn Pritzker; Anouk Lang
University of Edinburgh

Patsy Perry
University of Manchester

Colin Johnson
University of Kent; IASH

Thomas Padilla
OCLC Research

Maria Economou
University of Glasgow

James Cummings
Newcastle University

Marc Alexander
University of Glasgow

Mikki Brock; Chris Langley
Washington and Lee University;
Newman University Birmingham

Curatorial Labour, Voice, &
Legacy: Mary Dorothy George’s
Catalogues

After the Crisis: Reimagining
Journalism and Public Media

James Baker
University of Sussex

Speakers and presentation
were excellent and
topic was fascinating.
Excellent seminar and an
excellent example of a
transdisciplinary topic.
28

“

The Wicked Findings of the
Witchfinder General: Putting
Accused Witches on the Map

Victor Pickard
University of Pennsylvania

Literary Translators on
Technology: Navigating a New
Professional Landscape

Paola Ruffo
Heriot-Watt University

Artificial Intelligence as an
Artistic Medium

Colin Johnson
University of Kent; IASH

Radical Protocols: Designing
Democratic Digital Tools in
Social Movements

Jessica Feldman
American University of Paris

Demons, Dildos & Dancing
Skeletons: Machine Learning at
Wellcome Collection

Harrison Pim
Wellcome Collection

Museums and AI: Imagining the AI
We Want for Museums

Oonagh Murphy
Goldsmiths, University of London
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“

“

Welcoming,
supportive and
hugely motivating.

collaboration

IASH
Fellowships

partners

Institute for Advanced Studies in
the Humanities

READ-COOP

Ucreate studio

The University of Edinburgh is a
founding partner in the new READCOOP which oversees the development
of the Transkribus platform. Melissa
Terras is on the Board of Directors of
READ-COOP.

CDCS works with the UCreate Studio to
provide new technology for our research
community, and to make the datasets
produced by our community available
through the University’s Datashare
service.

National Library of Scotland

Centre for Research
Collections

We partner with IASH to offer funded
Digital Scholarship Visiting Fellowships
and Digital Scholarship Postdoctoral
Fellowships each year.
Visiting Research Fellows
2019-2020
Mikki Brock (Washington and Lee
University, Virginia)

Mikki Brock’s fellowship project is titled
‘Mapping the Scottish Reformation’, a
database and mapping investigation
exploring the lives, movements, and
networks of the Scottish clergy between
1560 and 1689. Her research interests
centre on religious belief and identity in
early modern Scotland.
Colin Johnson (University of
Kent)

During his fellowship, Colin Johnson
worked on a project analysing the use
of AI in the visual arts. Colin’s research
interests centre on artificial intelligence
and creative intelligence, and his work
focuses on improving AI algorithms and
the kinds of problems that AI can tackle,
the use of AI in music, mathematics,
engineering, bioinformatics, and the
digital humanities.
Postdoctoral Fellow: Alice
Kelly

Alice Kelly identified overlapping
resonances with Joseph Conrad’s
characters in contemporary popular
film during her PhD, which started
off her interest in studying fan fiction
and queer literature of the digital age.
Alice’s postdoctoral research positions
femslash (female-female) fan fiction
within the history of lesbian literary
adaptation.

In partnership with the Digital
Scholarship Service, we support the use
of the Library’s Data Foundry and work
together on training initiatives. We also
collaborate with the Library on projects
on a regular basis, most recently on a
creative project to 3-D scan and then
render parts of the library building
hidden under their public reading
rooms on George IV Bridge.
Improverts & Edinburgh
Festivals

Melissa Terras is working with
Improverts, the University of Edinburgh
student improvisation troupe, and the
Edinburgh Festivals, to look at how
Artificial Intelligence can support - or
disrupt- ideas to build improvisation
around, and help us identify previous
trends and tropes in the performing arts.
In a (now) digital only project for the
2020 Festival season, they’ll be working
together to remix and remash the last
eight years of festival programming,
experimenting with previous show
data, to provide the world’s first botgenerated arts festival.
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We use the Digital Scholarship Centre
and collections data provided by the
Centre for Research Collections in the
University Library.

events
Illicit Antiquities Trade on
Social Media Workshop

This workshop brought together
archaeologists, criminologists and
representatives of law enforcement to
discuss the social context of antiquity
trafficking, the tools used for finding and
analysing trafficking data effectively,
and the various methods used to keep
pace with the ever-changing platforms
commonly used. Presenters and
delegates attended from institutions
in the UK, the Netherlands, Germany,
Latvia, Sweden, Italy, and the USA.
Re-Animating Data Workshop

This one-day workshop launched a
digital archive of qualitative interviews
created using Omeka, a free open
source content management system
for small (and not so small) qualitative
projects. Particpants learned about
archiving qualitative research datasets
and making them available for re-use,
as well as uses for teaching, further
research and for developing and
engaging with user communities.
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investment

money
well
spent
The Centre for Data, Culture & Society is financed by the College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences at the University of Edinburgh. We spend the majority of our budget
on staff, training and research events and projects. We use what remains to support
research by responding to the needs of our community.
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investment Infrastructure

Equipment
Over the last 12 months, CDCS has
supported the purchase of circa
£30,000 worth of hardware and
software to enable our researchers to
conduct their cutting edge work.
This has included a wide range of
equipment, including a ceramics
3D printer, VR headsets and LiDAR
scanners.

tei by
example

defoe
CDCS is partnering with colleagues
at EPCC to support the development
of a new text and data mining facility
at the University of Edinburgh called
defoe.
Using the power of analytic
frameworks, such as Apache
Spark, Jupyter Notebooks, and
High Performing Computing
environments, it allows researchers
to manipulate and mine huge
digitised archives in parallel at great
speed using a simple command
line. We are seed-funding projects
and facilitating playful experiments
to learn about what defoe can do
and the directions in which it might
develop.

35,000+

TEI By Example is a well-used
web resource offering freely
available online tutorials that assist
researchers learning the guidelines
of the Text Encoding Initative.
The tutorials provide a general
introduction to text encoding, and
example-based introductions to
different aspects of electronic text
markup for the humanities. This year
CDCS is funding a complete content
refresh of the resource for the
academic community, which will be
released in the summer of 2020.

GBP of investment in
digital hardware and
software in 2019

Bursaries
Saas-Fee Summer Institute of Art 2019
New York City, US (June 2019)
Digital Humanities Summer Institute
University of Victoria, Canada (June 2019)
Data Analysis and Design of Experiments
with R Workshop
University of Barcelona, Spain (July 2019)
Digital Methods Summer School
Amsterdam, Netherlands (July 2019)

Owen G. Parry IASH
Robyn Pritzker LLC
Luis Reyes Law

Kath Bassett SPS
Adam Ferron LLC

DH2019 ‘Culture Analytics’ Workshop
Utrecht, Netherlands (July 2019)

Bridget Moynihan LLC
Anouk Lang LLC

PICA ‘On Val Del Omar’ Workshop
Azala, La Sierra, Spain (November 2019)

Rebecca Collins ECA
James Besse SPS

Digital Methods Winter School & Data Sprint
Amsterdam, Netherlands (January 2020)

Vikki Jones ECA
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investment budget overview

budget2019/2020breakdown
TOTALSPEND£165k

scholarships&
bursaries£13K

Seminars£5.5K

EquipmenT£6k
training£31K

projects£13.5

other£12

STaff £84K
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2021-2022

we’ve
got
plans
Next year our focus will be on:

Growing our team
Developing our community expertise in
text mining and text analysis
Refining our training offering
Continuing to provide all the support
we can to our community!
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contact

E: cdcs@ed.ac.uk
www.cdcs.ed.ac.uk
@edcdcs
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